of which, Numbers 33,93, and 96, were written by Mr. Thomas Warton; No. 67 by Mr. Langton j and No*. 76, 79, and 82, by Sir Joshua Reynolds; the concluding words of No. 82, " and pollute hk canvas with deformity," being added by Johnson; as Sir Joshua informed me.
The IDLER is evidently the work of the same mind which produced the RAMBLER, bat hat less body and more spirit. It has more variety of real life, and greater facility of language. He describes the miseries of idleness, with the lively sensations of one who has felt them ; and in hw private memorandums while engaged in it, we find " This year I hope to learn diligence." J Many of these excellent essays were written as hastily as an ordinary letter. Mr. Langton remembers Johnson, when on a visit at Oxford, asking him one evening bow long it was till the post went out; and on being told about half an hour, he exclaimed, " then we shall do very well." He upon this instantly sat down and finished an Idler, which it was necessary should be in London the next day. Mi. Langton having signified a wish to read it, " Sir, (said he) yon shall not do more than I have done myself." He then folded it up, and sent it off.
Yet there are in the Idler several paper! which shew as much profundity of thought, and labour of language, as any of this great man's writings. No. 14, " Robbery of time; " No. 24, " Thinking ;" No. 41, " Death of a friend; " No. 43, " FEght of time;" No. 51," Domestick greatness unattain-1 Prayers and Meditations, p. 30.